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Welcome to the
Austin Forum on Technology & Society!

We cover emerging, disruptive, and pervasive
technologies to help you understand how these 
technologies will influence and impact society,

and how you can be a positive contributor to that!
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Welcome to the
Austin Forum on Technology & Society!

Jay Boisseau
Austin Forum Executive Director & Founder

(and Austin AI Alliance Founder & Executive Director, 
Vizias CEO, and Remedy lead owner)

jay@austinforum.org

mailto:jay@austinforum.org
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Bryan Port

Director

Center for Government & Civic Service

Austin Community College

bryan.port@austincc.edu

Welcome to ACC Rio Grande!
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We have 6 ways to learn, share, connect!
Live monthly events Online content

Presentation + Networking events
• Expert presenter-focused
• In-person and online—hybrid
• Recording and slides posted online

Workshops
• Offered by Austin Forum partners and friends
• Free, or with special discounts for AF attendees
• Designed to accelerate technical understanding, 

expertise

Meetup discussion events
• Participatory for everyone
• In-person only
• Never recorded—speak freely!

Slack Community, Website, Newsletter
• Get updates and register for events
• Learn more about the Austin Forum
• Ask questions, share, etc. (Slack)

Book discussion events
• Participatory for everyone
• Online only
• Never recorded—speak freely!

Podcasts: Austin Forum Upload (hiatus)
• Audio only
• Conversation formats
• Hosted in all major podcast stores, AF website
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Our Partners Make Austin Forum Possible!

Please contact us if you want to become an annual partner!
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Episode #79: Hot Takes and Real 
Talk on AI with Paco Nathan - Part 1

Episode #78: A Conversation about 
AI, Tech, Spirituality, and Humanity

Episode #77: Lessons from a Lifelong 
Technology Leader on Professional 
Relationships

Austin Forum Upload: New episodes out now!
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Why join the Austin Forum Slack 
workspace?

✔ Continue and deepen the conversation 
after Austin Forum events

✔ Find new opportunities for collaboration, 
mentoring, working, and more

✔ Learn about other local events and 
relevant Tech & Society opportunities

✔ Because this gives everyone in our 
community—online and in-person—the 
same way to ask questions!

Before we get started, join our
How?

1. Open a web browser

2. Go to: www.austinforum.org/slack

3. Click “Join the Austin Forum Slack Workspace”

4. Enter your email address

5. Check your email to confirm Slack invitation

6. Enter your name and click “Create Account”

7. You’re in! You can use the Slack mobile app 
now, too.

8. Add channels to your view using + Add 
channels)

http://www.austinforum.org/slack
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Before we get started, join our
1. Go to: www.austinforum.org/slack

2. Click “Join the Austin Forum Slack Workspace”

3. Enter your email address

4. Check your email to confirm Slack invitation

5. Enter your name and click “Create Account”

6. You’re in! You can use the Slack mobile app now, too.

7. Add channels to your view using + Add channels.
Make sure to add the #event-questions channel!

http://www.austinforum.org/slack
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And now, our featured presentation…
Please:

✔ Respect our speakers & audience

✔ Ask questions in the AF Slack in 
the #event-questions channel.
The question of the night will win 
a SXSW 2025 badge! (must be 
present to win)

✔ Learn, think, and enjoy!
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Preview:
From Chips to Servers to Data Centers:
Hardware for Training GenAI Models



THE EVOLUTION OF 
COMPUTE CHIPS

FOR AI

Mike Ignatowski, AMD



IN THE BEGINNING 
(i.e., 1990s)

Nvidia 1995

Deep Neural Networks

ATI 1994   (ATI was acquired by AMD in 2006)

Graphics Processing Units (GPU)



INTRODUCTION OF HBM MEMORY (2015)

(HBM = High Bandwidth Memory)

AMD Fuji GPU



NVIDIA BLACKWELL

HBM 3e memory stack

Compute Chiplet



AMD INSTINCT™ MI300A

HBM Memory

Compute Chiplets



NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK
Google

Amazon

Microsoft

Tesla



Thank you!
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Thank you!
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Entrepreneurs and 
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RACING THE FUTURE

How Entrepreneurs and Professionals Must Engage with AI Today

BRYON JACOB
bryon.io

‸AND WHY

http://bryon.io


It’s not yet too late 
to engage with AI

But the window of 
opportunity is 
closing fast



Timeline: 2017-2022





R&D
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Too hard to predict

Way too hard to predict



Too hard to predict

Way too hard to predict



Too hard to predict

Way too hard to predict









The best way to learn about AI is to USE IT



MY USE CASES



MY USE CASES

YOUR USE CASES



























Only Write Code That Writes Code

















Voice Modality Changes How YOU Interact







MY USE CASES

YOUR USE CASES



THANK YOU!
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http://agent.bryon.io
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Q&A
for

Racing the Future: 
How (and Why!) 

Entrepreneurs and 
Professionals Must 

Engage with AI Today
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What was the most important thing you 
learned tonight? (30 sec)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

8

29
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Upcoming presentation topics include:
• Tech Trends for 2025 (and Beyond!)

• Cybersecurity Threats Now–And What to Do

• Tech and art

• Gaming tech

• More AI

• and much more!!!

Join Us for More Great!

Plus:
• In-person meetups & 

workshops
• Online book discussions
• Podcasts
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• If you have computers, tablets, or smartphones no longer being used, 
please help those in need

• Bring your devices to any in-person event, and we’ll donate to our worthy 
charities!

Donate Your Unused Tech
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Austin Forum Team!

John Lockman
Podcast Engineer

Jay Boisseau
Executive Director

Mary Garza
Web/UX Designer

Allison Boisseau
Managing Director

Gabby Warner
Communications

Chris Ashton
Streaming Support
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Our Partners Make Austin Forum Possible!

Please contact us if you want to become an annual partner!
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Be an Austin Forum Friend—or Champion!
Champions help us program and provide great 
educational programming and informative experts
($1000+)

• Offer advice on programming topics, 
       invited speakers, podcasts & events
• Attend the annual meeting & VIP reception
• Get a nice tax deduction!
• Get cool AF swag
• 100% of your gift goes to executing the Forum

BE A FRIEND
OF THE FORUM!

Or be a Friend of the Forum—forever!
($100+)

• Get cool AF swag
• Get a tax deduction!
• 100% of your gift goes to

executing the Forum
• Listed on our Friends page forever!

BE A CHAMPION
OF THE FORUM!

www.austinforum.org/support
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Join us to learn, share, discuss!!

Please share the upcoming events with your friends 
and colleagues!

https://www.facebook.com/viziasllc
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Networking
Network here until 8:15pm, then head to Remedy 
(3rd & Nueces, 0.8 mi away) if you want to continue 
conversations! (First drink is on the Forum!)
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